(o toe major Germin offensive againat
the First'U. 8. Army which began {n the
Elfel ‘sector on’ 16 December—one day
afler Beventh Army troops crossed the
German border. A second factor which
cannot' be Ignored In  Seventh “Army's
success 8 the fact that the mighty Rus-
slan offensive began on 12 January and
asvuméd efer. (yerenadng. proportfons.
On 15 Decamber, Botebtl, Army troops
pushed Ints.Germany arotnd’ Bobenthal:

Thes. had sacured - Strasbourg aAnd fated |

Nortbeat, leaving the Colmar Pocket to
be ¢leaned up by the Flrst French' Army,

+ Beventh Army at ‘that time consisted. ot

slx Intantry and ‘two Armored Diyislons

.operating under VI and XV.Col

o
Corps wwas on the right; with ity fank

. on the Tthine, Apd-had, under;its, cdom-

mand the 3d, 45th, T0th and QOSIInt
Dirs. pnd the-14th :Armorelt DY, Un the
left, XY Corps had:the 44th, and 100th
18f, Dies, the 12th Armored .DI¥, and;
the 100th, Cavalry Group... The
front was 47.miles In widih
; 21t )

mrloe ~ 8

pi o beseubing. usell as the "Spokesman of the Services Since - 1 \When A Troop wik widéred iaitach Gambsheim one .~ ot

B .1883;""the Army Navy Journal detajls.the Seventh Army's + | carly motaing; out guss cheeted'when fighter plancs thowed €%
o sucoessful repulic’of a major German.offensive that dated up. The waving and holleringstopped, though, wheu they “{“; .
S8 trbm December 15, 194,10 Jatuaiy 25, 1945, proved to'be Geman plincs, whoie guns plined down the =1,
de' " Included in the report, prepared at Seventh Army head- American attackers, " . !
W) quartérs, ate names of places and events that il copure up Onee, an officer, nof (rony the 941k, who had fought in - % oy
.0 ail kind$ of memories for members of thie 14th Atmored. - ‘Africa, lold an A, Trooper 10 stap firing a .48 pistol at a T s,
. 41t . Divislon; Associatlon, ! : . strafing plane, "*You'llianly tiads him mudder and fie'll A
JAn Libetptors will remembier that originally the 1th wasFart’ ! corie hack and realls s e us Bl the offiver widh o7 o
ATA - of the Sevenih Army, under Li. Gen. Alexander M. Patch, " The Army. Navy Jiuenal alid takes siate.of “the tremen. . o+
sbe Jr. Later; ‘Geri, Grorge 3. Paston’s Thitd Army wouhi . dyus moraledasiof s blved for the Ciepias-ima snecess i A0 t«
ot assimilate the J4ih,.Bét that's-another story, ot reaapture of Alface )\ Liberalors uidoubtedly rementber il
ar 1 remember Gen.'Paich being described as an unasiyming - that the loyallis 61 31l Alsatians were not with the Aot - Y
A but highly efficient commander. My scrapbook fiicludes a. Most treated usiwell, bui I recall a family or (wo that Were
A0 clipping ffom The Milwakes Journal, daled Novembe 22, openly hostile and pircferred to speak German, thoughithey .
st 14s, which tells of Pateh's death; at age,$3, from <" ', were bilingual,, " . ) T he
18 -5, pncumonia and describes him ai o *high' tempered, slightly Then there wis the farmer plosing his Tield hal my Peep de
81b " bl six footer.™ ! ey et crew and | stopped. (0 falk with, He really it the war iito {
the 11-Lots of othet outfits, whose.names will'be familiar to-all "% “perspective Torme, T0Ts fatoer said he didn't care whéthes . )y
€07 L 4th' Armoted men, ate meritioned in’the article, oo, The in: " the Frénch or German held Aliee. Al he wanted was to "t

7 (antry divisions | femembler best were 1he 431h iy
Ar o (Thunderbied), 36ih (Tevis) and T9th, ose.nickname -
1 edipes me but' whoie patcl batkgroutid and a;

oy PRI

faren his Jand i peace. g B
S U Before ahe) Year wagimote than's
irnched Ih

few mnytes old,i

rdffendive againstiic

























